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Mugarnas Tile Working in Persian Architecture

Mahdi Makinejad
Staff member at the Academy of Arts of the Islamic Republic of Iran
(email:makinejadm@gmail.com)

Abstract

Mugarnas, one of the most important and well-known elements in Persian architecture, is
built from orderly geometric volumes that is used as lanterns-like in Marquees, porches,
arches and domes. This element was used initially in constructions to fill the corners, but over
time, in additions to the construction and the technical functions, it got the aesthetics aspects
and became wide and variable. The remain monuments indicate that these geometric volumes
were created from about the 4™ century (H.Q) and have continued to this day. According to
the dimensions and sizes Mogharnas has different reels or classes and their constituent
elements are: flats, bergamot, depicted images, dibs, butterflies and so on. Cover of
Mogharnas can be from stone, brick, tile, plaster or any other material which In this article
exclusively two types of coverage that is critical in Iranian in Mogharnas methods will be
discussed: mosaic tiles and Haft rang tile.

Key Words: Tile Working, Muqarnas, Mosaic Tiles, Haft Rang Tile, Persian Architecture
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