Hulya Ertas

This article will focus on how young generations of architects
have affected the architectural scene in Turkey during the previ-
ous two decades. To achieve this, important projects realized
during these periods will be explored. These two decades are
marked by different characteristics. The 1990’s can be consid-
ered as Turkey’s first encounter with globalization; the 2000’s as
Turkey's integration into the global system. This distinction de-
fines the spirits of buildings by young architects in their respec-
tive decades. Through 1990’s, architects dealt with unconven-
tional methods of construction introduced by integration with the
rest of the world. The 2000’s were years of experimenting with
forms, materials and spatial organizations.

1990’S

For Turkey, the 1990’s marked the end of The Cold War and
the beginning of a more open society. Turkey was integrating
economically with the rest of the world as a result of globaliza-
tion. All of these social, political and economic thresholds were
determinants of change in Turkey throughout the 1990’s.

The new global situation required a more free market. As
a result of privatization of many state facilities and opening the
market for entrepreneurship, real estate companies started
to become more active in shaping the built environment. As a
result of a more free and competitive market, private companies
discovered the role of architecture in displaying power. Architec-
ture, as part of the globalization process and neoliberal econom-
ic policies, became instrumental.

To meet the new position of architecture, invention of new
kinds of building production was necessary. The older genera-
tion of architects, with their previous conceptions of architecture,
proved less capable of meeting the needs of the market than the
younger generation.

Initially, young architects’ projects sustained the general
architectural language of the time. Their main motivation in the
1990’s was dealing with tectonics; suggesting non-traditional,
experimental structures.

Shell Headquartes in Istanbul, designed by Nevzat Sayin
and Gokhan Avcioglu was built in 1993. Along with Gokhan
Avcioglu’s Aksoy Technal Building, completed in 1999, they all
offer innovative architectural languages and building systems.
Gokhan Avcioglu’s Aksoy Technal Building, completed in 1999,
offers a more innovative architectural language and building
system. Another play with tectonics was suggested by Murat
Tabanlioglu and Melkan Gursel for their Dogan Printing Center,
Ankara in 1996.

2000’s

During 2000’s the real estate sector went through a construction
boom, only interrupted for a few years by local (2001) and global
(2009) economic crises. Through this boom, the building sector
realized the advantages of working with young architects. They
were easier to adapt to fast-changing building parameters. This
led to more variety in forms, materials, and spatial organizations.
The driving force of the real estate market was housing projects,
mostly located at the outskirts of big cities like Istanbul, Ankara,
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Aksoy Technal Building, Yalova, designed
by GAD-Global Architectural Development
Gokhan Avcioglu, 1999 1995

Gon Leather Factory Il Building,
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Shell Headquartes, Istanbul, designed by Nevzat Sayin and Gokhan Avcioglu, 1993

Dogan Printing Center, Ankara, designed by Tabanlioglu Architects (Murat Tabanlioglu and Melkan Gursel), 1996; photo by
Jeoren Musch

Izmir and Bursa. These, constrained by market values as they
were, are not as reflective of the youth spirit. The experiments
in form, material and spatial organization in architecture of the
2000’s emerge mostly in more singular projects.

Formal Experiments

After gaining the confidence in 1990’s, young architects had a

freer working environment in 2000’s. This freedom led to some
formal experiments, mostly through the buildings’ relationship

with the topography.

Emre Arolat’s design for Minicity encloses a theme park
where 1:25 scale models of buildings around Turkey are dis-
played. Kuum Hotel, Spa and Residences in Bodrum, Mugla,
designed by Gokhan Avcioglu’s GAD (Global Architectural Devel-
opment), were completed in 2008. Yazgan Design and Architec-
ture (Kerem & Begum Yazgan) and Burak Turgutluoglu’s design
for Middle East Technical University Modeling & Simulation R&D
Center is another example of formal experimentation.

Material Experiments

Young architects had spent a lot of time and effort in tectonics
through 1990’s by proposing unorthodox structural solutions and
introducing new techniques of production. Taking a step further in
2000’s, the younger generation of architects explored innovative
uses of building materials.

Han Tumertekin's SM House was completed in 2006. The
brick fagades of Vehbi Koc Foundation Culture Center, by TeCe
Architecture (Tulin Hadi and Cem ilhan) reflects an industrial
character with a natural appearance. Another experimental work
was realized by Bogachan Dundaralp through his design for
NP12 Houses.

Spatial Experiments

In a world of continuous flux and fast-changing technology, the
physical experience gained a special importance in 2000’s. The
individual’s perception of and relation to the space became a
core theme in Turkey. The spaces allocated to work and educa-
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Kuum, Mugla, designed by GAD-Global Architectural
Development (Gokhan Avcioglu), 2008; photo by: Ali Bekman
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Turkcell R&D building designed
by Erginoglu & Calislar Architecture, Kocaeli, 2010; photo by Cemal Emden

Minicity designed by

YVl gl 5 5 S oS 5 oo o
EAA-Emre Arolat Architects, Antalya, 2004; photo by Cemal Emden
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Middle East Technical University Modeling & Simulation R&D Center, Ankara, designed by Yazgan Design

and Architecture (Kerem & Begum Yazgan) and Burak Turgutluoglu, 2009; photo by Yunus Ozkazang

tion started to be considered more carefully according to their
users.

Teget Architecture’s (Mehmet Kutukcuoglu and Ertug Ucar)
design for Yapi Kredi Bank Academy was completed in 2009.
Cem Sorguc’s IBTECH, an office building located in Gebze, of-
fers an introverted life for the users. Another courtyard solution is
brought forward by Can Cinici in his design for Haileybury School
in Astana, Kazakhstan. Coming back to Istanbul, a school project
realized by Mert Eyiler should also be noted.

The rise of youth in last 20 years

Through the last two decades we have seen a dynamic increase
in corporations’ interest in working with young architects. This
was not the case before the 1990’s, when the architectural
profession was regarded as only performed by very experienced
masters. The first step to changing this view was to deliver de-
signs and buildings as well-functioning as the older generations’.
After gaining the confidence of the building sector, tectonics was
the focus of the 1990’s. By introducing unconventional methods
of building production, young architects experimented with ex-
posed concrete, steel and post tension systems.

In the 2000’s, the whole methodology of building changed.
The globalization-driven real estate market required faster and
more flexible architectural projects. Advances in information tech-
nologies, especially in CAD/CAM technologies were introduced
to building sector. The younger generation of architects was more
active in adapting to these new situations and therefore they
took on more roles in shaping the built environment of Turkey in
the 2000’s. Looking ahead, perhaps architects will continue to
become more active at younger ages.

* Hulya Ertas Graduated in 2005 from Istanbul Technical University, Department of
Architecture; she completed her MA in architecture in the same school in 2011. She
is the managing editor of the monthly published XXI Architecture and Design Maga-
zine. She edited Turkey: At The Threshol issue of Architectural Design magazine
with Defne Sunguroglu and Michael Hensel, published in January 2010 by Wiley

& Sons. Her research areas cover spectacular architecture and its reflections on
the daily life of citizens, how globalisation affects architecture, and the ethics of the
architectural practice.
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NP12 Houses, Istanbul, designed by Bogachan
Dundaralp, 2005; photo by Metin Kuru

Vehbi Koc Foundation Culture Center, 1zmit, designed by TeCe
Architecture (Tulin Hadi and Cem ilhan), 2011; photo by Murat Germen
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SM House, Canakkale, designed by Han
Tumertekin, 2006; photo by Cemal Emden
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Haileybury School in Astana, Kazakhestan, designed by Cinici

Architecture (Can Cinici), 2011; photo by Cemal Emden
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IBTECH, Kocaeli, designed by CM Architecture (Cem Sorguc), 2010; photo by Cemal Emden
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1- Shell

2- Nevzat Sayin
3- Gokhan Avcioglu

18- Tubitak
19- Kerem & Begum Yazgan
20- Burak Turgutluoglu

4- Gon 21- Canakkale

5- Aksoy Technal 22- Vehbi Koc

6- |zmit 23- Tulin Hadi and Cem llhan
7- Murat Tabanlioglu 24- Golcuk

8- Merkan Gursel 25- Bogachan Dundaralp

9- Dogan 26- NP 12

10- Emre Arolat 27 Teget

11- Han Tumertekin 28- Yapi Kredi Bank Academy

12- Bursa 29- Cem Sorguc
13- Minicity 30- Ibtech

14- Kuum 31- Can Cinici
15- Mugla 32- Haileybury
16- Turkcell 33- Mert Eyiler

17- Erginoglu&Calislar
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